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SUN INTERNATIONALS

otustlise

It's as coarse and undiluted as a concert hall filled with Limp Bizkit

fans on crack, and just about as refined. It's also guite easily the most
entertaining car we've ever experienced and without question one of the most
unigque automobiles on the planet. Sun International’s Lotus Elise, with a Honda
B18 stuffed neatly in place of the original Rover K-series engine, makes no
apologies for being the most fun-to-drive car in the world.
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impression

British and Japanese engineering join American
capitalist instinct in the most raw, pure
and potent cér we've ever driven ey soswu sacouor
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N LOTUS ELISE

It stk to thie pure, hiamd-cone car enthusizst in all of v ke ao other car ve've driven. 125 as simple,
light and unconpromise 2 4 modem supmobile can be and sill be called & car. Fus, ifs lindingsy
ik Mot quick like a Larer oe WRE Its doesn't have that ag-ampwhere-on-any-rieed kind of speed that
we lowe s mch at St Comgheact Gy, 11 suiiflerent soet of thing altogether Take the spirited, im
[iwing matbome of the Miata, cross it with the dmamics and power defivery o a shifter kart and twm it foose
o the road with 4 shapely and ultra-lightwcight Flbergls body, That’s S International’s Lotus Elise




¥ LOTUS ELISE

G0

Describing the Lots's pawer delivery is poing to sound familiar o amone
wher reauds SO very ofien. We've already dedicated Far foo many pages of this
(ol do desceibing how well the BI3CS {ves, the Type B engine) motviales
(e aging Intepra chersis, What we baven't done is tell you what it sounds
like 18 inchies bebind your head in the plastic-bodied Elise. 10s weird, it's
ook sl it's fesst

Indianapolis

First v, thie rise, 1 you Hike the sound of Honda's high-overlap Bseres
engines, vou'll like what you gt in the Elise. Allhough the two cars we e
bt slightly different intake configurations, there's no escaping the Honds
eigine reote above G000 . In the Elise, hovweser, 1ts not damped by the
fireswall or oo, In fact, it resonates through the litde car’s plastic body lke
4 fire alarm in 2 steel culvert

With all that nolse comes the most insane, Honda-potivated soceleration

#
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we've been part of. Luckily, Its not just the Honda engine thit makes the
tarmyac disappear 50 ragidly under the British madster's flanks. The rest of the
Type Rt drivetrain s working inside the Lotus chassis as well. The entire Type R
transce, inchuding the Helical limibed-slip differential, hides beneath the
Lots’s honnet. That
mears, dnd we've said
this hefore, every shift at
recllivne phaces the engine
right track in VTEC-land
whene it can onoe again
pound back 1o speed
withot the delay of 2
cam switchover. Tt abo
means the Lots i
graced with one of the
st effective and
livahle limited slips
awailahle today
Standing on the gas
arcamd & comer gave 15
the: pesualts we: had abways
bopeed for in this car.
Even before the cam
swilch, the Elise will

power sideways with controlled autharity. This little car spesks @ language we
understand, Tts tongue ks part Miata, past Lons, peart Honda and part full-on
raceear All of which hecomes immediately obvious from behind the wheel
Wi woeyt waste your time rambling on about power-to-weight ratios and
loony acceleration numbers. Those things aren't what this car is all about
The Elise Is about the experience of uncomprosmised driving pleasure.
Besicles, thee rumbers are 5o good there’s no point in that kind of hair
splitting here. Wyt 1o beat the car beside you to the pext stoplight?
Mo problem, mash the gas and go. Nothing short of a Posche Turbo or
Convette Z0h—neither of which could provide the minimalist driving
experience of the Elise—mwill keep up.

TURN

Upr o this point, our benchrizrks for dynamics in small cars have boen
Mezda's wonderful Miata and Tovoty's different, but equally capable, ME2
sprdder. There's o comparison with an Elise. 1ts got the chassis rigidity the
Mista caan orly hope for and the suspension the MR2 deserves—wilh
welght thit mihes both camps green with envy. It's a straightforwand,
no-holis- barred comering machine.

Tn fact, its focus & 5o evident il makes our first-generation Miata project car
fied like & couch by comparison. And it's not fust the suspension that sends
that message. Every surbace of the Elise serves a purpose, every angle of its
boxdy fits theat purpose and every driver interface is sham and precise. The
Miata & 2 1oy, while the Elise is a tool. Bend the Elise through 2 slalom and

European engineering ... Italian design
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B LOTUS ELISE

overy input and cormection seams secondl nuture. Balancing powes with grip ks
an knfuitive comprome in this car—everything jud wods fght topether. 1Its
2 if the BI& was meant to be there from the bepinning—at least as far as the
dymmics are concemed

Duer tirne with the ez wes oo short o affer a compeehensive look at the

car's rad mreanners. But we have enotgh seat time to be confident of one

thing, The shrternmings of 4 car this size ame easily overlooked by spending,
if } k! B

twey mintes heliind the wheel, Even without 200 hp (stock Eliss o

T

wilh 120 by}, this 15 & Jot of car. There's no doubt that Colin Chapenan's
philerephy deove the design of the Elise,

I theee 15 sy moea b fault, ins the Elise's lack of suspension iraved; we
nodiced It bottaming on very small burmps. However, that's a shorfcoming,
i o almoast any car this size—and the enly one we could find

PURITY
The besit pat? The sinple back of unnecessary crap. And wa: men that in the
mist appreciative wity, Afier squirming over the wide sill (necessary for the
hue rigidliey presint hiere bt ravely found in other madsters), our hind ends
found comfort and support in 2 simple piece of ahminum covered with
Jeathser, The heauty is in the detad
fial about it. Their desipn, the shape of the aluminum and the placeme oo
thee arie or o pieces of padding, & eoacting and perfect, They'nz simphe aixd
dericedly effective just fike the rest of the car.

o it e e L peginiing, The whobe car followe

5. The: seals we hard ac bl there's no ques

is theme. In fact,

Definition 7

the driving experienc: & so overwhielming we can't even recall if our best e
had a radio, The: driving is simply that ol Mothing, mathers exvepd the
et comer, Dring wsting of the Elise, we frund ourseives asking why other

cars can’t be this geod. And, without hesitztion, we neached one simple
comelusion tire aftes time. Wedght. Or to be mione preciee, lack of weight

With the exseption of 2 Lots Europa, which was bailt with the benefit
{1f ane ehooses o see it that way) of 1960s-era salety standards, this is the
ligghtest car we've driver. At 1,710 Ths., thene's singdy 1o mon for excess, No
alr conditicning, no spare tire, no poseer arything, 1t takes driving back to
swhtat it should be—the simplest of interactions between man and machine

The Lack of weighi i evident evervwhere in the Elise. Tts doors and A-pillar
miusst be handled with came; their papes-thin constrcion makes one imstantly
sware of their fragility. Dan't lean an the body or hang on the door or poul
Iikely esicl up with pile of broken Fiberplas. Don't plan on betng babied with
amenties or catered o in any way. The Elise was designed with one fooused
goal—ard, fast driving

It doesn't like to be coddled either Sure, there's room for mechamical
ermathy, bt we et ihe feling Froen our test that this ear likes a beating, We
pounded i up and down our test Fality for mose than an hour without &
hreak. Short shifting is pointles 25 the B18 feels right &t lome at S000
mm—which, incidentally, & the Lt increment on its Stack tachomeser. 5o
rir technigue—bary the tach and shift, bury the tach and shift—oak some
LI e e yisend b, but was tnky enjovable

Ii's Boud, wwsbeizzy and it s its share of harshniss, But none of that
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H LOTUS ELISE

matiers, We would have given anything for a 500-
miilie pead 1rtp in this caz I6%s just that moch fun.

CONVERSION
K, ok the religlonss kind, although this car makes
115 think about it The conversion we'ne concemed
with here is from Rover's conservative, but
adequate for a 1,700-1b, car, K-series engine o
Honda’s raging BIACS. Tom Cahalane, the Elise
program director &t Sun Infenational came up
with the idea after a customer brought in a car
with the siock engine

Tl reat becarne obwious in a hurmy. The Honda
rrill i, ke simple power and was relatively
light—sort of 3 no-hraines, i you sk os
Apparently, Cabalane thought so o a5 there e
now & hardful Honda-powersd Elises nunning
amound. The entire convession nims about
$55,000—nwot exactly pocket change, but 2
rezsorsble price when considering the cormpars
this car keeps fram a peformeanes SANAPOIN, Not
oy mendion, with a T'!.'ll"‘"‘l'l:‘J'"""-‘ﬁ'd Elise, all mwn-
s wil b dlrivieg 0ne of the moast rare and umique
cars gn the . Cahalane sald Sun can build the
s il 2 pate of @hout one per week, 5o it looks like
their owners will remain in 3 Eairly exclusive cub

IF vona're: ot satisfiec] with the 195 hp from the
stock enging, Sun will custom bild 2 B18
specfically for your Elise. Possible upgrades
include higher compression, 2 Hghter fywhesl,
mindifiedt VTEC switchover points, 2 bafled ol pan
and a displacerment incresse up to 2.0-liters, Sun i
albsoy woeking on 2 carbon fiber muffler, whiich will
scrafeh 13 b from the weight of the siock Elise
eechanust curmently in use, 25 well @5 2 free-flow
catalytic comverter

We can't imagine why anyone would want
more powee. Sure, there's always going to be some
one with 4 faster car—so what? This car defines
diriviny pheasin:. s quicker and more agile thin
almost all of today's moad cars and [kely rivaks
maiy raoacars dynamically Plus, where ebe could
vou defy two eonzinents full of beand-loval puriss?
TE1 gt the Lotus and Hoada carmps riled up for
vesrs I come
Like wee satie, it's
just that good. m
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