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RENAULT 5
TURBO 2

Son of Renaulr Titrbo. overdosed
with steroids

I HE ORIGIMAL YERSKON ol this ar Eihrl'lclcij ||'IL' "‘Ii,_'ht'-
coveted Most Dutrageous Commuter Award in our [0
s Best Cars for the Eightizs competition (August 1981} In
_.f' fact. =0 blown away wene we h:. the Repault 3 Turbo
that we invented the award on the spod, even thaugh the car was
not readily available on this side of the Atlantic. As noted in owr
road test (Sepiember 19815, the RS Turbo was designed and
built as a homologation special 1o enhance Renault's chances in
internutional rallying.
Well, there's pood news all around, First, Régie Mationale des
Ulsimes Remault brought out o less expensive RS Turho Zm
Europe. Second. enterprising altermarket complianse folks have
seen fit 1o bring it here in reascnably substantial numbers. And.
third. we've had the opporumnity o confirm the wisdom of our
1981 chaice: The R3T2 is. to an some hrel views from
staff members, “fun. sexy and exciting,” “a super Mini-
t_'.--:-ru.r brought up-io-date” and. ":LII'I:LI""\ with some pre-
cognition, “'a nicket with my name an it
Tio take this good news in order The Turbo 235, ik its
predecesser, a tudbocharged mid-gngine street racer de-
rived from Renault’s familiar 5 (Le Car in cur market ).
though only the hasic unibody remiting in either varnant.
The original Turbo had aluminum doors and roofl the
125 are of steel. And where the onginal cars nlenor
hada decidedly Art Le Dirugstone decor, the T2 s rather
more copventional.  The interfor only, thou the ex-
LETHIF ns the look of o Le Car overdosed on steroids.
Beneath this whimsical sheet meta
that is akin to that of a purpose-built racer. Unequal
length A-nrms locate each of the four hubs, with wrsion
h.j_n as the suspending = medium up front and eoil ‘\L‘fll'l"-"\
al the rear. An anti-roll bar graces either end, and they” e
{wisely) tuned o give basic Uf‘.d'tl".'h'k'r when this mid-
neine ¢ar's ample power invoked, Four dise brakes of
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9075 5VR-340 Michelin TRXs at the front and 220/55VR-
3655 at the rear

The RS T2 comes to U.S. buyers through one of two related
spurces: Sun International {577 Mary Ann Dr, Redondo Beach,
Calif. WI278; 213 3T6-226T) or Centenmal Renault {3215 28th
St Bovlder, Cola. 80301; 303 444-5930) Sun imports the cars,
engineess the necessary complinnce work and also provides sales
and service. Centenninl is a Renault dealer on its own right,
theugh importation of the RS T2 at this point is independent of
Renault’s Nornth American operations. There is a direct factory
connection fof parts, however. and also much broader warran-
tics available than are usually the case with aftermarket compli-
ance cars. Amangesd through Republic Warranty Corp, & 2-year
warranty costs 3276; one for five years, 3556, for example. All
this may seem unimpornant (o a special impori buyer, but it
displays & commitment on the part of Sun and Centennial. And
we applaud this sensible approach to marketing ciars with more
than a shade tree accompanying the imporier,

Enough of applawding sensibility, however, Let’s celebrate
wackiness as exemplified by the B3 T2's exaggerated fenders,
leuvered hood and flanks, oversize tires and burbly exhaust. [n-
side. there are & pair of sport seats, a proper thick-nm steenng
whieel, full instrumentation and, as one staff member called it
“the largest package iray in hiswory'” The real package. of
conrse, 15 beneath this carpeted tray: an engine that began life as
Renault’s trusty 13%7-co pushrod 4-banger. transformed here
into turbocharged intercooled form. Indeed, our test car carmed
the optional (51500 $2 100 installed) 185-bhp kit, as if the suan-
ard 160 bhp wasn't enough to get the adrenaline pumping. The
3-speed, actuated through a typically Renault wobbly shifier,
has quite close gearing—the som that encourages woup-waup-
woup behavior on the part of the driver, On the other hand, it's
turming only 2850 rpm an Sth at 60 mph, so the ratios are actoal-
Iy well spaced.

You feel a bit of turbo lag, but only in contrast to the sudden
surge of power once boost arrives, The 183-bhp kat allows &
maximum boost of around 14 psi, by the way, compared to the
160-bhp's 12,6, Beceuse of this lag, off-the-line is hardly the RS
T2's milieu. but our test equipment recorded a O-60 mph time
of &.7 seconds, putting the car in very select company indeed.
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Company, you'll note, with prices considerably above the Tur-
bo's astested 324,600 (hase 322,500 plus the aforementioned
1 83-bhp kit). The quarner mile shows up in 4 scant 13.0 sec. by
which time you're traveling 91.0 mph. giving one helluva race
to the likes of the Lotus Turbo Esprit, Ferrani 308GTE Cuattro-
valvole or Chevrolet Corvette, All good things come (o an end,
of course, and the spunky linle Renault’s boxy shape eventually
generates an aerodynamic brick wall. Buc by then vou're almost
at redline in 5th, 126 mph in our testing. and what’s that in the
rearview mirror anywiy”

In rather more ordinary driving, the B35 T2 simply scoots, (s
Lall greenhiause gives outward vision that's the envy of vour ex-
ot car friends, and you can put this to good use in carving up
traffic with nary an anxious moment. In face. the car’s whimsical
looks come to your aid in this activity: Other dovers smile as
you zip through; with a Ferran, we've found they end 1o scowl,

Nor need vou slow down paricularly as that favorite twisty
bit appears, once vou recognize that throtile lifi-off in the B3 T2
brings lots of tck-in—and guickly. This is best practiced on
some deserted off-ramp, but once you've done so. vou'll find it
ensy o maintain a lateral acceleration on the order of our
0,864g. “The hres barely sing when it's going its quickest,” re=
ported our test driver, “and. though it can be horsed around by
throttle. it"s quicker in the smooth mode,” Through our slidom,
he and the B3 T2 posted o super quick 640 mph. “Tt likes livle
squirts in each trnsition,” he said, “then nail it as the last gate
comes into view, Bui let the car balance iself before lifling off.™
Apparently our test driver leamned about the tuck-in earlier.

In summary, the RS T2 handles like any well bred car rolling
on large tires and carrying a 20060 disinbution of it weighi, Tis
grip s impressve, but you must recognize thatits theotele is very
much a part of the handling equation. ** Diametrically opposite
the ¥ette philosophy,” noted ong staff member, Both cars offer
remarkably high cornering limits (and remackably alike, for that
matter: The 231 Vette tested in Ja nuary 1984 went through our
slalom at 3.2 mph and rounded our skidpad ar 0.880g). But
whereas the Chevrolet Corvette has been engineered o give be-
nign handling in response to throtile variations at the limit, the
Renault Turbo reguires a certain delicacy and rewards a skilled
driver with enhanced maneuverability, 15 rough-road ride
considerably beiter than the Vente's as well: though hardly a
traditional Renault in its suspension travel. the B3 T2 is quite
softly sprung for a car of this character.

Let others have their upper-middle-marken sporty cars. Here's
an opporunity at the same price to have big-bucks exotic car
performance wrapped in practical—if atention-getting—body-
work, Don't expect o carry much luggage, however, because

there's only room for a couple small sofi bags aft of the engine
compartment, But no matter: Buy your special companion a
:lu:l'['e'lbag and head off for somewhere fun with gnnd [wisly
raads in between. We guarantee vou'll both have a ball.
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